
BIS Buzz 

 The Weekly Brownstone Newsletter 
  

  

 

Update from Mrs. Hine: 

 

Dear Brownstone Families, 

As we head into the weekend, I want to focus on the plans that we have for the 

remainder of the school year.  This coming week, students will have daily assignments 

on Monday through Thursday, just as we have been communicating out since the 

closure.  Starting on Friday, we will provide each student with some Culminating 

Projects to complete between Friday, June 5th and Monday, June 15th.  Students will be 

able to choose tasks off of the list, which will include options from a variety of content 

areas.  Once a task is completed, your child will communicate to the identified adult and 

will then be entered into a raffle to win a gift card to Dairy Queen.  The more 

assignments they complete, the more chances they have to win one of the gift cards.   

During this time period, from June 5th to the 15th, we are holding conferences for each 

student.  Mrs. Charbonneau and Mrs. Rustek are calling each family to find a time that 

works.  We hope that you and your child will be able to join with your child’s classroom 

teachers and support staff to discuss their progress during these past 9 weeks.  The 

focus of the conference will be on what went well for your child during Distance 

Learning, and what we can all improve on as we make plans for the coming school 

year.   

We are working to plan a variety of transition activities for students as replacements for 

those we would typically host at this time of the year.  Homeroom teachers are joining 

Google Meets to get to know the incoming students, and we are creating and sharing 

videos to help acclimate students who are transitioning to a new building.  We are 

cognizant of the fact that students will have been out of school for an extended period 

of time before transitioning to a new grade next year and we are working hard to find 

ways to help make this as smooth and comfortable a transition as possible. 



On Thursday, June 11th, from 9-12, we hope that you will come drive through the 

parking lot at BIS to collect your child’s belongings and wave to our Brownstone Staff in 

a “reverse parade”.  Many teachers are planning to be at BIS (standing at a safe distance 

from one another in the parking lot) to wave at families as they drive through the parking 

lot.  We will have bagged everything in lockers, and collected items from the classrooms 

and will be able to hand you the bag through your car window when you drive 

through.  We are asking that you bring back any library books, textbooks, or classroom 

books at that time so we can organize over the summer.  Your child will use their 

Chromebook over the summer to access summer learning activities, so please hold 

onto those.    

Mrs. McDonough and I continue to be available to support your family in any way we 

can.  Please reach out with any thoughts, concerns, or questions.  Mrs. McDonough 

found this article, and we thought it may be helpful if you have time for a quick 

read.  ARTICLE LINKED HERE 

Wishing you and your family the very best, 

Allison Hine 

Please reach out to me with any questions.  I can be reached at ahine@portlandct.us or 

at (860)342-6765. 

 

 Upcoming in Grade 5: 

On Sunday night we will send out a detailed weekly schedule of assignments to all Grade 5 

Families.  We are hoping that this helps you to know exactly what we are expecting of your child in 

the coming week.  Your child will continue to receive their daily assignments via Google 

Classroom.  Our schedule for live video chats: 

Tuesday:  

9:00- 9:30 in Core A 

9:45-10:15 in Core C 

Thursday: 

9:00- 9:30 With homeroom teacher for Science/SS 

9:45-10:15 With switch teacher for Science/SS 

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/sRJQwzDdIxOwud4d8yXLyw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgsp3VP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly9jaGlsZG1pbmQub3JnL2FydGljbGUvY2FsbS12b2ljZXMtY2FsbWVyLWtpZHMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASFVq0V6eIFlbUhNhaGluZUBwb3J0bGFuZGN0LnVzWAQAAAAB
mailto:ahine@portlandct.us


Upcoming in Grade 6:  

ELA - In ELA students will continue to work on grammar skills and summary writing. 

Math- Sixth graders will continue their work in Unit 8, Data Sets and Distributions. We will finish 

up Unit 8 by the first week in June and will take our final test of the school year towards the end of 

that week! 

Science- Students will continue their unit on Weathering and Erosion. 

Social Studies: Sixth graders will read the final section on Athens and Sparta and write about 

which city-state they would prefer to time-travel to live in. 

Video Chat Schedule- Monday: 

  1:00pm in homerooms to touch base and share information about the coming week. 

Video Chat Schedule- Tuesday/Wednesday:  

10:00-10:30- Mrs. Mozzochi and Mrs. Morin will meet with students about ELA assignments. 

11:00- 11:30- Mrs. Baldwin will provide support for Science and Social Studies for ALL sixth 

grade students. 

1:00- 1:30- Mrs. Constantino and Mrs. Verrastro will meet with students about math assignments. 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Students Celebrating Birthdays the week of 5/25 

May 25 -- Alaina Cocheran 

May 27 -- Janayah Adrien 

May 28 -- Lillian Gaetani, Jayden Serra, Evan Vieira-Deschene 

May 29 -- Jonah Lavallee 

  

Staff Birthdays 



May 29 -- Lindsay Kaszycki 

May 29 -- Julie Correira 

May 31 -- Tracey Graf 

Superintendent of School Update: 

Click here for Blog 

Follow the Superintendent on @PhilipBOReilly in order to receive a Twitter notification of his Blog 

updates. 

 

  

News From the Nurse: 

Medication Pick Up:  June 11 between 9:00am and 12pm at BIS.  The medication will be brought 

out to you, when you drive by to pick up your child’s belongings.   Please remember your child will 

need a new medication authorization form filled out by a physician for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  Please refer to the below link for the medication authorization form. 

https://www.ctoec.org/storage/2019/02/cdc_yc_adminmeds.pdf 

Health and Wellness:   Don’t wait to seek emergency care!!!  Never delay emergency care — your 

life could depend on it.  Don’t ignore signs of a heart attack, stroke, cancer or other serious 

medical conditions, because you or a loved one are nervous about COVID 19.   Hospitals are 

prepared and ready for you or a loved one in a non COVID 19 emergency.   

Coronavirus Resources: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/essential-goods-services.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/protect/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-guidance.pdf 

https://www.chathamhealth.org/ 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/managing-stress-anxiety.html 

 

Lost and Found:  If you see an item that is your child’s, please email 

jpalma@portlandct.us.  Please be descriptive.  Items will be returned on June 11 between 9:00am 

and 12pm.   All items will be donated after June 11.   

 

Friday Joke:  Why did the egg get thrown out of class?  Answer:   Because he kept telling yokes! 

 

  

Our Week at BIS:  

I wanted to show you how my new additions are growing and invite you to send in pictures of your pets 

or new additions as well.  I have heard about a lot of new dogs and other animals- please send me photos 

to share out with the BIS community! 

Carl: 
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mailto:jpalma@portlandct.us


Brown and Stone: 

 

 

 

This week, Mr. Fox would like to recognize the students that have consistently completed the exercise 

challenges over the past eight weeks. Congratulations!  

Grade 6  

Christina Austin 

Breckin Burke 

Aaron Ciarleglio 

Brady Daggett 

Maddie Davis 



Adam Dean 

Gracie DeRing 

Ryan Farley 

Gerry Hall 

Dominica LaValley 

Leana Mierzejewski 

Eunice Ngunjiri 

Delaney Poach 

Nate Quesnel 

Skyla Rascati 

Josh Rosado 

Emelia Rowland 

Andrew Sobieski 

Cate Stone 

Chase VanDeventer 

Evan Viera-Deshcene 

Emmaline Woodward 

Grade 5 

Max Bernard 

Caroline Clark 

Nathaniel Dietrichsen 

Abby France 

Skylar Gallmon 

Nick Johnson 



Lucas Kozyra 

Aiden Maselek 

Evan May 

James McMicken 

Matt Mucinskas 

Anna Piascik  

Evan Piascik 

Piper Rettich 

 


