
                   Portland Middle School SHOUT OUT 
                          https://www.portlandctschools.org/middle-school 

Dear Families,  
This past week I have witnessed school & community spirit 
outside of the classroom! The community parade last Friday 
proved to be exactly what everyone in Portland needed. 
What happened was an enormous outpouring of 
appreciation and recognition for the Portland educational 
family. Teachers were overwhelmed with emotion when they 
saw the community response. Those of us in the parade 
could see, hear, and feel the excitement of the children and 

families. Creative and hilarious signs along the way made us all smile. This 
parade demonstrated a clear symbol of how important the partnership between 
home and school has become. Parents and teachers demonstrated their strong 
commitment to each other and to the children in our care. It was simply amazing! 
 
This week we also completed a student photography contest created by Art 
Teacher, Anne Marie Szerejko. It was wonderful to see the creative work that our 
students have produced and recognize that all of the entries are evidence of how 
engaged our students are in their appreciation for the arts. I want to congratulate 
all of those students who took the time to share their photographs with all of us. 
Link to see the winners: 
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review/?pageNum=1&uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3Ac4fda980-68e1-4b32-841c-
e21ddde17b8e 
 
I also had the opportunity to sit in observe a class working with poet, Elizabeth Thomas.  She worked with students in Mrs. 
Tait’s and Mrs. Kelly’s class in a Google Meet.  It was an impressive activity involving the professional poet co-writing a 
poem with the students who contributed words, phrases, and ideas that constructed a poem in real time.  I witnessed the 
positive, cooperative, and creative process at work.  Everyone contributed to the document which was being created on 
the screen as students voiced their ideas.  With the help of the teachers and Ms. Thomas, revisions were made, word 
choices were edited, and the visual structure of the poem evolved. This was an experiment that proved that we can hold 
our poetry cafe via online in the very near future. Please enjoy Ms. Thomas’s recitation of Revelation below: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18R46h5SCSZgUroE1W6mh0baYsAQrwzVO&authuser=0 
 
The 8th grade team is in the process of planning and coordinating some end of the year celebrations for the 8th grade 
class given the limitations created by distance learning. Please contact Katie Picard at kpicardportlandct.us with any 
questions or suggestions. 
  
As we continue through these final weeks, please watch for details on the process of how we will be cleaning out lockers, 
returning broken devices, library books, and classroom textbooks.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 
Dr. Thomas Russo 

 
 

Help support our Library, May 17th is the last day to place your online order 



            
 

 
 

          SPOTLIGHT on OUR REMOTE DISTANCE LEARNERS 
                                               Kevin Kasperowski, Sarah Kresser, Megan Kasperowski, & Cat Koji. Parents we miss your children so 
please continue to email photographs showcasing your child to  kpicard@portlandct.us for future newsletters.  

      
                              

 
PHOTOS FROM THE PORTLAND COMMUNITY PARADE  

        

               



                                        
 
 

  
 

                                                      


