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Update from Mrs. Hine: 

 

Dear Brownstone Families, 

I hope this email finds you and your entire family well.   

Thank you to those who completed the parent survey last week.  At Brownstone, we have worked to address 

any family specific concerns shared in the survey and we are working as a whole team to adjust our plans to 

reflect the more global feedback. The administrative team has spent time this week reviewing the feedback 

and we will report to the Board of Education on Tuesday night at 7pm.  If you would like to join that 

meeting, please use THIS LINK to get to the site where you can join the meeting via Zoom.  

Next Friday, May 8th, we are planning a District-wide parade around Portland.  The Portland Community 

Appreciation Car Parade will begin at 10am.  Parade routes will be shared out by Wednesday.  You will be 

able to check the parade routes to see if it will be coming directly past your house.  If not, we encourage you 

to join us at the closest spot, while still practicing the rules of social distancing.  Teachers and staff will be 

driving by, led by Portland police cars and will be waving and blowing their horns.  Please feel free to make 

signs, decorate your driveway with chalk, and wave to us as we drive past.   

Mrs. McDonough and I are available through email at any time.  Even on the weekends, we check our email 

multiple times each day.  Please do not hesitate to reach out if we can help you in any way.  You can also 

access support through the Mental Health Team Website LINKED HERE.   

Wishing you and your family the very best, 

Allison Hine 

Please reach out to me with any questions.  I can be reached at ahine@portlandct.us 

 

Attachments: 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ccnwPK05fk5-pZp4zMCxqw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgjZ5UP0QiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9ydGxhbmRjdHNjaG9vbHMub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEjUaqxeg2IHmlITYWhpbmVAcG9ydGxhbmRjdC51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/fYc0l_WOBjjGkiZMIY5F1w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgjZ5UP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly9zaXRlcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL3BvcnRsYW5kY3QudXMvbWVudGFsaGVhbHRodGVhbS9ob21lVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASNRqrF6DYgeaUhNhaGluZUBwb3J0bGFuZGN0LnVzWAQAAAAB
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 Upcoming in Grade 5: 

On Sunday night we will send out a detailed weekly schedule of assignments to all Grade 5 

Families.  We are hoping that this helps you to know exactly what we are expecting of 

your child in the coming week.  Your child will continue to receive their daily assignments 

via Google Classroom.  Our schedule for live video chats: 

Tuesday:  

9:00- 9:30 in Core A 

9:45-10:15 in Core C 

Thursday: 

9:00- 9:30 With homeroom teacher for Science/SS 

9:45-10:15 With switch teacher for Science/SS 

 

Upcoming in Grade 6:  

If your sixth grader has any questions, difficulties, or needs clarification on an assignment, 

please have them attend a Google Meet video chat with their teacher. Teachers have 

posted the time of these chats, along with a link to join, in Google Calendar.  

Math- This week, students will be finishing up Unit 7, Rational Numbers, which deals with 

positive and negative numbers and the coordinate plane. Please remind your child that 

they should be completing the lesson in their workbook and then watching the posted 

videos to check their answers. When they have completed both of those things, they should 

complete the “Cool Down” for that day’s lesson on Google Forms, which is a 2-4 question 

to check for understanding. It is important to do the work in that order, so that your 

child’s teacher can accurately assess if they understand the content.  

ELA- Students will continue working in the nonfiction unit and reading our mentor text 

¨Fast Food Nation.¨ They will be introduced to the topic of GMO´s (genetically modified 

organism). 

Social Studies- Sixth graders have explored the different revolutionaries who freed Latin 

American countries from Spanish rule. They have ended the week watching the Brainpop 

on Simon Bolivar, one of the greatest revolutionaries of all time. In fact, Bolivar often has 

been compared to George Washington and the two admired each other, although they 

never got to actually meet.  Students have shared whether or not they were ready for their 



own Independence.  Most said they were not but have been working on life skills at home 

especially cooking and working on backyard gardens. 

Science- The scientists of sixth grade have begun a new unit on Weathering and Erosion. 

They began by writing letters about the wonderful state of Connecticut and great places to 

visit and hike outdoors.  Students brainstormed ways that CT gots its shape and shared 

drawings of their initial ideas of this process.  Next week, the students will continue to 

learn more about how glaciers came through Connecticut and created the Connecticut 

River Valley. 

 

Video Chat Schedule- Monday: 

  1:00pm in homerooms to touch base and share information about the coming week. 

Video Chat Schedule- Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday:  

10:00-10:30- Mrs. Mozzochi and Mrs. Morin will meet with students about ELA 

assignments. 

11:00- 11:30- Mrs. Baldwin will provide support for Science and Social Studies for ALL 

sixth grade students. 

1:00- 1:30- Mrs. Constantino and Mrs. Verrastro will meet with students about math 

assignments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Dates to Remember:  

May 5 -- Cinco de Mayo 



May 10 -- Mother’s Day 

May 25 -- Memorial Day -- No School 

Students Celebrating Birthdays the week of 5/4 

May 4 -- Nate Dietrichsen 

May 6 -- Remy Wilson 

May 8 -- Cole Coppolino 

Students Celebrating Birthdays the week of 5/11 

May 15 -- Nick Johnson 

May 17 -- Evan Brown 

Staff Birthdays 

May 7 -- Matt Fox 

Superintendent of School Update: 

Click here for Blog 

Follow the Superintendent on @PhilipBOReilly in order to receive a Twitter notification of his 

Blog updates. 
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News From the Nurse: 

Covid 19:  Please email me at jpalma@portlandct.us if your child is sick or someone in 

your house is sick.  Remember those who care share.  If you have more than one child in 

the Portland School system you only need to email one nurse and state your children in 

one email.  Please provide as much detail as possible about symptoms, diagnosis, and 

treatment. Tracking illness remains a priority during this time.  

Coronavirus Resources: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/protect/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-

guidance.pdf 

https://www.chathamhealth.org/ 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/managing-stress-anxiety.html 

Watch for symptoms of COVID 19 

Symptoms checklist to refer to when you are wondering if you have COVID 19.   The list 

of  symptoms is longer since the last notice,  as COVID 19 is a novel “new” virus and we 

are learning it about daily.    Please call your doctor if you think you have COVID 

19.  You can also call 211  text “CTCOVID” to 898211.  Hartford HealthCare has also 

made a 24-hour hotline available for the public. Callers can reach the hotline at 860-972-

8100, or toll-free at 833-621-0600, and have their questions answered by Hartford 

Healthcare clinical experts. Frequently asked questions and other resources can be found 

at hartfordhealthcare.org/coronavirus. 

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild 

symptoms to severe illness.  These symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the 

virus: 

Fever  

Cough 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing   

Chills repeated shaking with chills 
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Muscle pain 

Headache 

Sore throat 

New loss of taste or smell  

                                                                                                                                                           

         

What’s going around?:  COVID-19 is in Portland.  Seasonal allergies are upon us, please 

start your child on his/her allergy medicine now to help cope with their allergy 

symptoms.   

Sixth Graders:  Need to have a mandatory physical completed this year for entry into 7th 

grade.   There are several families that have upcoming physicals.   Please email your 

child’s physical to me, if possible.   Please email me at jpalma@portlandct.us if your 

child’s physical is pushed back due to Covid 19.   I will email families as needed to keep 

my tracking records up to date.  Please see the below link, if you need a physical 

form.   https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Nursing/Forms/HAR3_2018.pdf?la=en 

Health and Wellness:  Giving to help our community can be deeply rewarding and you 

could be helping a neighbor or a friend.  What a better way to lift your spirits and the 

spirits of others is to donate.  Also, sharing the experience of donating to charity with your 

children shows them that they can make positive changes in the world.   

OUR PORTLAND FOOD BANK NEEDS YOUR HELP 

 Monetary donations are always accepted:  Make check payable to Portland Food 

Bank and mail to 7 Waverly Ave, Portland, CT 06480 

 Donations drop off is open 3 days a week at Saint Mary Church located on 51 

Freestone St, Portland, CT 06480 on MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY 

FROM 10AM TO 2PM.  Go to the door on the right of the main entrance to drop 

off your food or nonfood items.   (school entrance in the front).    

 Donation suggestions:  cleaning supplies, paper goods, canned food with meats 

(beef stew, canned hash, chicken noodle soups), canned tuna, snacks for kids, any 

type of juice, peanut butter are some suggestions.    

If you are in need and need a little help PLEASE call Thursday mornings between 9am 

and Noon at 860-342-6795 and give them a list of items needed. Food bank is located at 7 

Waverly Ave- in the basement.  You need to be a Portland resident.   It’s as easy as 

picking up the phone, just call!!  They are there to help.  Food and non food donations are 

held at St. Mary Church for 2 weeks to ensure safety of food given out to families.   

 

Friday Joke: What types of jokes are allowed during quarantine?  Answer:   Inside jokes! 
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Our Week at BIS:  

Evan studying with his pets: 

 

Band Lessons with Mrs. Fuller: 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to the following students that completed the Defensive Slide 

challenge: 

Grade 6 

Gerry Hall 

Madelene Davis 

Gracie DeRing 

Theresa Hunter 

Ryan McGrew 

Josh Rosado 

Emelia Rowland 

Cate Stone 

 

Grade 5 

Lucas Kozyra 

James McMicken 

Jeremiah Rowe 

Evan Piascik 

Nate Dietrichsen 

Giancarlo Lara 

Abby France 

Piper Rettich 

 

Staff 

Mr. Fox 

 


