
HIGHLANDER HIGHLIGHTS 

“Believe in yourself 
and all that you are. 
Know that there is 
something inside 
you that is greater 
than any obstacle.” 

– Christian D. Larson  
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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Portland Families, 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our annual Open House this 

past Wednesday. I hope it was an informative and interesting night. 

I would also like to thank our teachers who did an amazing job 

showcasing their classrooms, curriculum and talent. The positive 

energy in the building is contagious and we are off to a great start.  

 

Please take some time to look through this newsletter. It is packed 

with important information, ways to get involved and has a new 

look. My many thanks to our new office assistant, Mrs. Theobald, 

for her dedication to this communication and her expert publishing 

skills. 

 

Have a great weekend, Kate 
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Looking Ahead 
COLLEGE VISITS IN SEPTEMBER 

The following colleges will be visiting PHS during September: 
 
September 26th at 10:00 a.m.— Castleton University 
September 26th at 1:30 p.m.—University of Connecticut 
September 27th at 12:00 p.m.— Saint Anselm College 
 
Students wishing to attend a college visit should sign up through 
their Naviance account and see Mrs. Henry for college visit pass. 
 

Carnival 

SAT PREP 

Need to prepare for the December SAT?  

You may be interested in SAT Prep classes by Ivy Bound. The Ivy Bound instructors are from top  

colleges. All have scored in the top 1% and take the SAT regularly. They know the SAT and they know 

teens! More information can be found on the flyer on our website. 

Highlander Pride 
Friday’s Highlander pride celebration 

concluded with a festive outdoor carnival. 

Students enjoyed a bouncy slide, obstacle 

course, field games, yard games, jousting, 

and other fun activities. 

Vecchitto’s Italian ice provided a sweet  

treat for the students, and the highlight of  

the day was when students got to dunk a  

few classmates and teachers into the cold  

water of the dunk tank while their peers 

cheered them on. 



DATE TIME DETAILS 

September 15 2:00 PM Complete Streets Group will host a Tour De Air Line Trail, a leisurely ride on  

Portland’s Airline Trail. More information can be found on the flyer on our website. 

September 17 6:30 PM Portland Public Library will host a free seminar for teens and adults interested in 

learning about “Bullet Journaling” to get and stay organized for the school year. More 

information can be found on the flyer on our website. 

September 20 All Day Freshmen Class elections are to be held on September 20th. Students were given 

election guidelines last Friday during class meetings. Please direct questions to 

Mrs. Stotler in Room 207. 

September 20 7:00 PM Project Graduation will meet in the Portland High School Library. All senior parents 

are invited. 

September 23 6:30 PM Portland Public Library will host Valark Financial to provide information regarding 

college financial planning. More information can be found on the flyer on  

our website. 

September 25 Delayed Opening 2 Hour Delayed opening due to faculty professional development  

September 30 5:00 PM Parent Advisory Committee: Please join our committee! We will gather in the library 

for a special meeting with Dr. Joseph Erardi who will facilitate a conversation to  

understand parent priorities in the selection of our next Superintendent of Schools. 

October 1 All Day Underclassmen Picture Day (Retakes/Make-Ups on November 14, 2019) 

October 12 9:00 AM Portland Parks and Rec hosts the “Come On Over” 5k Zombie Run. See the  

attached flyer for more information. 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION AND DATES 

 

The Portland School District has been informed by another school in the Shoreline  

Athletic Conference that mosquitos in their community have tested positive for  

Eastern Equine Encephalitis. This disease can be transmitted to humans through  

bites (direct blood contact) from infected mosquitos. We were informed because our 

student athletes travel to this community for interscholastic competitions. 

It is with the utmost of caution that we want to remind students and their families of  

simple ways to protect against this disease. The Center for Disease Control (CDC)  

along with the CT Department of public Health (DPH) recommend the following: 

 Apply insect repellent to exposed skin and clothing that contains either DEET, picardin,  

IR 3535 or oil of lemon eucalyptus. Use according to package directions. 

 Wear long sleeves and long pants as permitted by weather conditions. 

 Utilize secure and intact screens 

 Eliminate breeding grounds by eliminating standing water. 

Mosquitos are most active around dusk, a time when our athletes are out and on the field or course. 

The use of insect repellent prior and during contests (reapply as perspiration washes off the product) has been encouraged by our 

Medical Advisor. Please take the appropriate measure to keep your child and yourself safe. 



Varsity Athletic Event Schedule 
 

Boys Soccer  
Saturday 9/14 1pm: Home vs. Hale Ray  
Tuesday 9/17 6pm: Home vs. Cromwell  
Thursday 9/19 3:45pm: Away vs. Woodland  
Friday 9/20 3:45pm: Away vs. Haddam Killingworth  
 
Girls Soccer 
Saturday 9/14 11am: Home vs. Old Saybrook (Home Opener) 
Monday 9/16 6pm: Away vs. Cromwell  
Thursday 9/19 6pm: Home vs. Haddam Killingworth  

 
Football  
Friday 9/13 6:30pm: Away vs. Haddam  
    Killingworth (Home Opener) 
Friday 9/20 6pm: Home vs. Valley 
 
B&G Cross Country 
Thursday 9/19 3:45pm: Away at Going to the Sun 
(Cognichaug)  
 
Girls Swimming 
Tuesday 9/17 3:45pm: Home vs. Bristol Central  
 
Unified Sports 
Info on first practices and events to follow  

in the next few weeks   

Friendly  
Reminder 

SCHOOL ABSENCES: 

Student absences and 

tardiness needs to be  

excused by a parent or 

caregiver. 

Please contact the  

office no later 

than 8:15am by 

telephone at  

860-342-1720 if 

your student 

will be absent. 

TARDINESS: 

If your student 

will be tardy to 

school, please 

send them in 

with a note  

excusing the  

tardiness or 

call the office. 

Any student 

coming in late 

who doesn’t  

produce a parent 

excuse will  

receive a 30 

minute after 

school detention. 

EARLY DISMISSAL: 

If your child needs to be 

dismissed early please 

call the office or send 

them in with a note. 

 

WELCOME!  

Please help us welcome Eric Giudice who joined the staff as the new  
Safety and Security Specialist at the start of the new school year. 

Eric holds a degree in Criminal Justice Administration and is a recent  
retiree from the Plainville Police Department where he served the  
community for 21 years.  As a police officer Eric participated in numerous 
community service initiatives, was assigned to the patrol and detective  
divisions and was one of the department's training officers. In his off time 
Eric enjoys spending time with his kids, camping in Vermont and relaxing 
on the Rhode Island Beaches.  

YEARBOOK UPDATE 

Yearbooks are $30 until September 20th. Students 

should have received a yearbook order form. Extra  

copies of the form are in the office if you need one. 

Reminder: Picture day for underclassmen is October 1. 






