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“Don’t cry  

because it’s over. 

Smile because it 

happened.” 

– Dr. Seuss 
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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Portland Families, 

It seems surreal to me that I am writing the last Principal’s Message for the 

2019-2020 school year and that in a few short hours, the Class of 2020 will 

join the ranks of the proud alumni of Portland High School.  

I choose today to focus only on the positives of our collective situation,  

and I hope that readers realize that I do so respectfully and in no way seek 

to minimize the negatives of the recent months. These have truly been dark 

times for our nation and our world in many, many ways. 

I focus on the positive because it is what I can do and what I ask you to do. 

By doing so, we teach our children (and ourselves) resiliency and, I hope, 

faith in a better tomorrow. 

Today our positives and my gratitude include: 

 Our students have learned this spring to embrace a new and  

independent way of learning and time management that will serve  

them well as adults. 

 Our teachers have embraced new technologies in a way that might not 

have happened before. 

 Our leaders have faced real and systemic challenges and have  

expanded their problem-solving skills. 

 Our community has looked at adversity and challenges in reference  

to race, health, and financial security in an authentic, and at times very 

scary way, and is working to come together as one.  

 Our members of the class of 2020 have been presented with an  

unknown future and have learned to believe in themselves. 

 And tonight, our graduates will participate in a new and “unprecedented” 

graduation ceremony that has the potential to be the best ceremony in 

the history of Portland High School! 

 

I choose the positives, please join me! Have a safe, healthy and restful  

summer and we will face the fall together! 

Sincerely, Kate Lawson 



The close of every academic year provides us the  

opportunity to get outside, enjoy the warmth of summer,  

and take some time to reflect. The close of the 2019-20  

academic year is no exception. The events of the past 

year provide no lack of opportunities to reflect on what 

was arguably the most surreal school year we have ever  

experienced. During a normal year, there would be time  

for the community to come together and celebrate a  

variety of accomplishments. Unfortunately, COVID 19 

has robbed us of this opportunity. Among the many  

accomplishments we are not able to celebrate in  

person is the retirement of the Portland Public Schools  

Superintendent, Dr. Philip O’Reilly. 

Dr. O’Reilly began his tenure as Portland’s  

superintendent in 2014. For the past six years,  

Dr. O’Reilly has committed himself to promoting  

teaching and learning in the Portland Public Schools. 

Dr. O’Reilly’s success manifests in a healthy and vibrant 

school system that reflects the values of a strong and 

close-knit community. This list of Dr. O’Reilly’s  

accomplishments would fill volumes. And while those accomplishments are  

impressive, as we reflect on Dr. O’Reilly’s influence, we’re reminded of a quote by  

Maya Angelou who once said, “At the end of the day people won’t remember what 

you said or did, they will remember how you made them feel.” Dr. O’Reilly will  

almost certainly be remembered and regarded as a leader who engendered  

endearing sentiments. 

Dr. O’Reilly touched the lives of so many people in Portland. He left each and every 

one of us feeling valued and supported. Dr. O’Reilly offered the community a perfect 

balance of high expectations and ladders to success. He approached each  

interaction with wisdom and grace that lifted spirits, raised hopes, and instilled a 

sense that every member of the Portland community is valuable.  

On behalf of the entire community, we would like to wish Dr. O’Reilly a long, healthy, 

and richly deserved retirement. We offer many thanks for his service to the students 

of Portland Public Schools. 

Dr. Philip O’Reilly Retires  

CONGRATULATIONS! 



Superintendent O’Reilly 



MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS  
  

Portland High School Music Booster Award - 

The Portland High School Music Boosters awarded two college  

scholarships to graduating seniors, Avery Coe and Bryan Dinnis.  

Avery and Bryan proved themselves to be positive role models in the  

music program, showed skills and genuine interest in 

music, and displayed a positive attitude and effort. 

They both work up to their academic capability, and 

contribute time and effort to extra musical activities that 

help enhance the music program at Portland High 

school. They have consistently made contributions and shown outstanding 

commitment to our music program. Congratulations Avery and Bryan! 

 

 

 

 

Portland High School Rising Musician Award - 

The Portland High School Music Department awarded one college  

scholarship to graduating senior, Clara Guilmette.  Clara is a positive role 

model who demonstrates an exceptional dedication to music activities that 

help enhance the music program at Portland Secondary Schools.  

Congratulations Clara! 

 
SENIOR SPORTS 
 
 
Adam Rossignol 
Adam is an outstanding athlete and an even better teammate. 

He could be found always supporting his fellow athletes and 

teammates alike. In his career with the track team, Adam  

participated in the 400, 200 and 100 as well as the long jump 

and 4x100 relay. He will be missed greatly by the track  

program and all at PHS! We mistakenly left Adam off our list  

in last week’s edition. Apologies Adam! 



Principal Lawson, Superintendent O’Reilly and PHS Teachers surprised graduates with 

a drive through greeting of well wishes during cap and gown pickup on Tuesday. 



WIN PRIZES FOR SUMMER LEARNING! 
 
This summer there will be activities posted weekly for Science, Math, ELA,  
Social Studies, and electives in grades 9-11. For every assignment you complete, 
you will be entered into a weekly lottery for raffle prizes. If you participate each 
week, you will be entered into a final raffle with larger prizes. These activities will 
have a focus on being fun and engaging! We look forward to working with you this 
summer through various activities. More information will be coming out soon so  
be sure to keep checking for updates as we move forward! 
 
Please use the codes below to sign into your  
Summer Activities Google Classrooms!  
 
Science: fwjvwda 
Math: qqygrpu 
Electives: mcs2lgi 
ELA: 2vrw3d2 
Social Studies: hleqiao 

The teachers coordinating the summer activities for the high school  

are Mr. Kenney, Mr. Kukucka, Ms. Thurlow, Ms. Visone & Mr. Toussaint.  

MATH DEPARTMENT 

The Math Department would like for students to keep active in mathematics over the  
summer. Copies are available on the PHS Library website if you didn’t already pick yours  
up in person. Students should get the packet for the class they are enrolled in for  
the 20/21 school year! 
 
https://sites.google.com/portlandct.us/phslibrary/student-information/summer-math-packet   

https://sites.google.com/portlandct.us/phslibrary/student-information/summer-math-packet

