
 

HIGHLANDER HIGHLIGHTS 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Portland Families, 
 

This has certainly been a year of tremendous upheaval, growth and change. As we 
look to close out 2020 and enjoy the holiday season, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to share my learnings from this year. 
 

• It is people, not things, that impact our lives. 
• It is the comfort of our routines, traditions and celebrations that  

brings us happiness. 
• It is the safety of the known and the access to resources,  

both knowledge and material, that gives us security. 
 

In a year where so many of these events, ideas and concepts have been taken 
from us by an unknown virus, we must pause, take stock and reflect. I believe that 
it is the concept of hope that drives us to see the good and helps us to give thanks 
for our blessings and imagine our future with optimism and joy. 
 

Please accept my sincerest wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday. 
 

Kate Lawson 
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“A holiday isn’t a 

holiday without 

plenty of freedom 

and fun.” 

- Luisa May Alcott 



 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION AND DATES 

DATE DETAILS TIME 

December 23 - January 1 No School - Winter Break  

January 12 (and January 

14 if we are in hybrid) 

Photo Retake Day  

January 18 No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

January 20 2 Hour Delay  

February 15 &16 No School  

MORE INFORMATION on the events above can be found by CLICKING HERE  

Dates and times subject to change.  

See the website for the most up to date information. 

Project Grad 

Planning is underway!  We hope the kids will get to celebrate  

because there are lots of fun things planned. You can get information 

by joining our Facebook page or email phsprojectgrad@yahoo.com. 

Also let us know if you’d like to join the planning committee. More info 

to come in early January. 

 
 

SPIRIT WEEK 

Come on PHS! 
Let's spread some holiday cheer, school spirit,   

and unity with two virtual spirit days!  
 

 
MONDAY 12/21 
Pajama Day!  

This one is an easy one since we are at home!  
Wear your fuzzy and comfy pajamas for the day!  

 

 
TUESDAY 12/22 

Silly or Outrageous Holiday Sweater Day   
Wear your favorite holiday top to your meets on Tuesday!  

 
 

(No points are awarded for these days. This is just for fun!)  

http://www.portlandctschools.org/highlander-highlights
mailto:phsprojectgrad@yahoo.com


A Capella 

The A Cappella group looks forward to  

caroling every year. Since we won't be able 

to carol in person in 2020, A Cappella will 

be releasing four carols in December.  

We hope you enjoy! 

Click Here to listen to Let It Snow 

Click Here to listen to Holly Jolly Christmas 

Click Here to listen to Rudolph 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS - Advice from the CDC 

The safest way to celebrate winter holidays is at home with the people who live with you.  

Travel and gatherings with family and friends who do not live with you can increase your  

chances of getting or spreading COVID-19 or the flu. Click here for more info.  

FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCHES OVER BREAK 

 FOR ALL PORTLAND CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS 
 

Eight days of breakfast and lunch  
are available for the winter break 

Pre-Order on Monday December 21st  
Pickup Location:  Portland High School 

Date: Wednesday, December 23rd 
Time: 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

  
Students in grade K-12 can pre-order online at www.myschoolbucks.com.  
 
If the child is not registered in K-12, please email Anita at Anita.Lacasse@sodexo.com to place 
your order. Please include your name, how many children you need lunches for, and a cell 
phone number. Indicate that the order is for the Holiday pick up at the High School. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R2IHX_oRlTIZhYJ1p7XUEkbJTZ8XbKQb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B4PHGPL29TBquFYVraknAWSFZ6uPRcC8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ArcnqVF04o5TuOR23b175_ltx4w08p7f/view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/Index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/winter.html
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
mailto:Anita.Lacasse@sodexo.com




PHS Photography Club 
 
Students in the new PHS Photography Club accomplished their first assignment in creative and 
unique ways. Students involved in the club were tasked with discovering well known photographers 
and then taking their own photos that mimicked the stylistic choices of the original photographer. 

 
Below, Anna Bordonaro emulated the retro and warm style 
of the American photographer William Eggleston. Her  
rendition features the interior of her father's 1966 Corvette 
Stingray, a wonderful and visually stunning interpretation of 
Eggleston's works involving cars. 

Eggleston 

Bordonaro 

This work by Lila Delaronde 
captured and edited this  
particular image to the  
likeness of  Victoria Siemer's,  
or Witchoria's.  
 
Lila used the skylines of  
Portland and the signature 
geometric editing style of 
Witchoria to create her  
captivating and whimsical  
image. 

Siemer 

Delaronde 




