
 

HIGHLANDER HIGHLIGHTS 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Portland Families: 
 

Next Wednesday, October 7th is Portland High School’s annual Open House 
and Back to School night. As with everything else in 2020, we are going to 
try something a little different. 
 

Our Open House is going to be fully pre-recorded and accessible to families via a 
special Open House Website. At 6pm on Wednesday, 10/7, the site will become 
“live” and families will be able to log on, hear from me and then navigate to videos 
prepared by each teacher for their courses. You will be able to “visit” all or just 
some of the faculty.  
 

The interactive component will be through email, as staff will be logged in to their 
email from 6-7:30pm that evening to answer any follow up questions or clarify  
expectations. Those questions requiring a more in-depth conversation can  
be followed up with a phone conversation or Google Meet at a later date. I am 
hopeful that the use of email will preempt any technology or security issues that 
might be present with open Google Meet links. 
 

As a secondary benefit of this format, I am hopeful that we will be able to increase 
the number of parents able to participate and access Open House. The website 
will stay live through the month of October and will become an additional resource 
for parents. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday October 14, 2020 is an in-person half-day  
for all PHS students. Students in grades 9-11 will take the PSAT, and any  
interested seniors will take the SAT to replace the missed assessment from last 
spring. All tests are free of charge and transportation will be provided by the  
regular bus runs in the morning and at our noon dismissal. 
 

Thank you, Kate Lawson 
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“Kindness  

is a gift  

everyone can  

afford to give. ” 

- Unknown 

 

Kate Lawson • 860-342-1720 • klawson@portlandct.us 
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REMINDER  

October 14, 2020 is an  

IN-PERSON HALF DAY  
for all PHS students  

who are taking the PSAT or SAT. 



 

 

Friendly Reminder 

SCHOOL ABSENCES: 

Student absences and tardiness 

needs to be excused by a parent  

or caregiver. 

Please contact the office no  

later than 8:15am by telephone  

at 860-342-1720 if your student  

will be absent. 

 

TARDINESS: 

If your student will be tardy to  

school, please send them in with  

a note excusing the tardiness  

or call the office.  

EARLY DISMISSAL: 
If your child needs to be  

dismissed early please call  

the office or send them in  

with a note. 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION AND DATES 

DATE DETAILS TIME 

October 5 Virtual Parent Advisory Committee Meeting 5:00 to 

6:00pm 

October 6 Music Boosters Virtual Meeting - Info on page 3 6:00 to 

7:00pm 

October 6 Board of Education Virtual Meeting 7:00pm 

October 7 Open House/Back to School Night 6:00pm 

October 8 Virtual Sideliners Meeting - Info below 7:00pm 

October 12 No School - Columbus Day  

October 14 PSAT/SAT Day - ALL STUDENTS TAKING  

THE TEST WILL BE HERE IN PERSON 

 

October 16 & 19 Underclassmen Picture Day  

October 20 Board of Education Virtual Meeting 7:00pm 

October 28 2 Hour Delay  

November 3 No School - Professional Development Day  

November 23 & 24 Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences -  

Info to come 

 

December 1 and 4th Picture Retake Day  

MORE INFORMATION on the events above can be found by CLICKING HERE  

Dates and times subject to change.  

See the website for the most up to date information. 

Virtual Sideliners Meeting 
Thursday, October 8th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Zoom Meeting ID 7336498873. Passcode: cfQG1t. 

PSS Music Boosters Virtual October  

Membership Meeting 

Time: Oct 6, 2020 06:00 PM  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84143231456?

pwd=Wk5yd3RWOHE5NzRDVURPbVc3SndnZz09 

Meeting ID: 841 4323 1456 

Passcode: 477801 

Phone in: 1 929 205 6099 

Meeting ID: 841 4323 1456 

Passcode: 477801 

http://www.portlandctschools.org/highlander-highlights
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84143231456?pwd=Wk5yd3RWOHE5NzRDVURPbVc3SndnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84143231456?pwd=Wk5yd3RWOHE5NzRDVURPbVc3SndnZz09


PHS OPEN HOUSE 

Open House is going to look a little different this year!  

Beginning October 7th at 6pm  

you can visit the PHS Open House website  

AT YOUR CONVENIENCE. 
  

The website will feature pre-recorded videos from  

our teachers and other class information. 

Be on the lookout for a link to the website on October 7th via School Messenger. 

All teachers will be live on October 7th from 6:00 to 7:30pm to 

answer your questions via email. 



FALL ATHLETIC MESSAGE 
 
As the fall athletic season begins, we are faced with 
new challenges surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Portland administration, along with Superintendent 
Britton, recognize the importance of family attendance 
at their students’ athletic events. While we must adjust  
our normal routines and procedures for welcoming fans 
to our campus, our goals remain unchanged: we will 
continue to offer a safe environment for our students, 
coaches, spectators, officials, and game personnel. 
When possible, games will be live streamed and/or  
recorded. Shoreline schools will make every attempt  
to upload game film when feasible. 
 
To guide our decision for managing fan attendance, we relied on the guidelines set forth  
by the State of Connecticut, the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference, and the  
Shoreline Athletic Conference. We will continue to follow their guidance throughout the  
season and make necessary adjustments based on the state metrics. Thank you for your  
understanding and careful adherence to the requirements outlined below: 
 
Outdoor Activities (PHS V & JV Soccer, Cross Country) 

 Starting Thursday, October 1, 2020- Only Two family members from each home 
team athlete’s family may attend events. 

 Away team fans may not attend Portland events. Likewise, Portland fans are not 
permitted to attend away events; 

 All fans must sign in at the gate for each contest to assist with contact tracing, if the 
need should arise; Identify their student-athlete and names of 2 family members  
attending. 

 Masks must be worn by spectators at all times the proper way (nose and mouth  
covered). 

 Spectators are expected to maintain a safe distance of 6 feet or more from non-
family members. 

 Bleachers will be closed. Spectators must provide their own seating or stand along 
the fence line. 

 Spectators may put their chairs behind the fence around the soccer field, excluding 
the area behind where the teams sit. 

 Family members may not approach the team or coaches at any time. At the  
conclusion of the contest, spectators must leave the facility and not hang out waiting 
for athletes 

 If any issues arise while at a game, please find the nearest staff member as in any 
non-pandemic season; 

 Spectators are expected to follow the  
spectator guidelines and exhibit good  
sportsmanship. 

 
The Portland Public School leadership team,  
staff and student-athletes appreciate your  
cooperation and patience during these times.  
We look forward to a successful and healthy  
fall athletic season. Any questions or concerns, 
please reach out to your coaches or the Athletic 
Director @portlandad@portlandct.us 



CONGRATULATIONS BRYCE! 

On September 20th, PHS Senior Bryce Wiekrykas received his Private Pilot 
License at Meriden Aviation Center’s ground school in Meriden, CT.  
 
Impassioned since the age of 7, Wiekrykas said he would log endless 
hours in a flight simulator he received as a Christmas present. In 2014,  
he finally had the chance to get in a plane when he decided to take a 
Young Eagles Flight class at Meriden Markham. This would be the day he 
logged his first flight time. 

“The first time I flew for real – my first real flight – I was confident. Overconfident, maybe,” Wiekrykas said. 
“Now, just as a person with a passion for cars may be comfortable and content driving their favorite car, 
flying is my getaway from the stressors of life.” 

After completing almost 19 hours of flight time, he said he was able to move onto 
more complex instruction, such as flight planning and weather theory. During the 
last few years, he also decided to pursue a career in military aviation, applying to 
the U.S. Naval and Air Force academies, which would allow him to pilot some of 
the most technologically sophisticated aircrafts in the world. As demanding as 
these schools are, he embraces the challenges. 

“I am very grateful for having an extraordinary instructor, Kris Lotko at Meriden 
Aviation Center, and am very grateful for the Experimental Aircraft Association, 
who provided me with a scholarship to earn my license,” said Wiekrykas. “Most 
of all, I am extremely grateful for my parents who supported me through the 
whole process.” Congratulations Bryce! 

MATH DEPARTMENT NEWS 

We are fortunate to have Brittany 

DeRoehn, a student teacher from the  

University of Saint Joseph, with us this 

fall.  Mrs. DeRoehn is studying to be a  

secondary math teacher.   

She earned her undergraduate degree 

from CCSU in Psychological Science.   

In her free time she likes to run, hike,  

read, pet her dogs and eat pizza.  

 

Here she is prepping for her investigative 

lesson on “Who Killed Pythagorus?”  






