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Update from Mrs. Hine: 

 

Dear Brownstone Families, 

Today at 10:45, our entire school gathered in the auditorium to honor our Veterans in 

preparation for the Veterans Day holiday on Monday.  Lieutenant Colonel Tommy DeRing 

shared some words with the Veterans, students, staff, and families who joined us. He 

challenged the students to find many ways in their lives to serve others in our school, families, 



and local community as a way to honor those who serve our country.  Thank you to the 

Veterans and families who joined us today. 

One of our students, Josh Abbott, will be collecting donations for Wreaths Across America on 

Wednesday, November 13th.  Josh has championed this wonderful cause for many years and 

would like to involve the school community. Any students who bring in donations will receive 

a bracelet on that day.  A reminder flyer will be sent home with students on Tuesday.   

Conference letters were sent out last week to all families.  If you haven’t yet returned your 

child’s letter to school, please do so (or email your child’s teacher) at your earliest 

convenience.  The teachers are working to put together a schedule for these important 

meetings.   

Over the past week at recess, teachers have begun introducing a variety of activities in the 

gym.  Students can choose if they would like to stay inside and participate in things like yoga, 

dancing, board games, basketball, and juggling.  If you have any old board games that your 

family is no longer using, please send them in for use during this recess time. Kids today were 

hoping for “Uno” and “Sorry” for next Friday.  

Mrs. Moynihan and her WIN group have been collecting student writing each week, reading it, 

and selecting a “Writer of the Week”.  Danesh Raza was selected this week and his written 

work is on display on the board next to Nurse Palma’s office. Thank you to the student editors 

who are working hard on this project.   

Linked HERE is a podcast, created through a partnership between Portland Youth Services and 

Portland Public Schools about vaping.  This is an important and timely topic, and the guest is 

Dr. Regina Palazzo, a Pediatric Pulmonologist. I think you will find the podcast both engaging 

and informative.   

I hope you have a wonderful long weekend and I look forward to welcoming your child back 

to school on Tuesday. 

Allison Hine 

Please reach out to me with any questions.  I can be reached at ahine@portlandct.us or 
at (860)342-6765. 

 

Attachments: 

Poinsettia Sale- BIS PTO  

Safe Graduation Flyer  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/PgbBnMD1bnwaLu29vabr2Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfpwIJP0RDaHR0cDovL2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3Y9RFhQR3Mtc1F2M1EmZmVhdHVyZT15b3V0dS5iZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAACJzsVdxjArTlITYWhpbmVAcG9ydGxhbmRjdC51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/b0bP6VJ9jgHMMHMVrN2BIg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfpwIJP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPUZIaXBsdkFIM1hzJm1hbD02ZWNkMWE4NzZlZjM2ZTVmNDNiNzlkZGYwZmNhZjZmZDc1YmVmNWY2YzhiY2Q5NGFjOTVmZjNkOWYyYmI4MzUxVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAInOxV3GMCtOUhNhaGluZUBwb3J0bGFuZGN0LnVzWAQAAAAB
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Girl Scouts  

Portland Public Library Programs  

Park and Rec Basketball  

 

 Upcoming in Grade 5: 

 Chapter 2 Social Studies test on THURSDAY!! 

 Next week in math we will continue finding common denominators to add and 

subtract. We will also be calculating better buys using strategies such as ratio tables. 

 Grade 5 writers will work to revise their personal narratives next week adding 

elaboration, inner thinking, dialogue and stronger beginnings and endings.   

 Science classes will explore the concentration of particles within the three different 

states of matter. As the week progresses, classes will begin exploring a fourth state of 

matter-plasma, which makes up things like stars, lightning, and fire. 

 

Upcoming in Grade 6:  

 In ELA students will continue reading in their social issues books and they will work on 

a social issues culminating project.  

 6th Grade mathematicians will be taking a unit 2 test next Friday, November 15. They 

should be reviewing concepts learned throughout the unit and see their teacher right 

away if they need extra help. 

 Social Studies classes are continuing to learn about different forms of government, 

particularly how democracy works.  

 Science Scholars are learning about cause and effect and how this concept relates to 

humans creating Dead Zones. 

 

Dates to Remember: 

 Monday, November 11th - Veteran’s Day - no school 

Monday, November 25th - Early Dismissal Day & Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday, November 26th - Early Dismissal Day & Parent/Teacher Conferences 
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Wednesday, November 27th-Friday, November 29th - Thanksgiving Break - no school  

PTO News: 

Do you want to be on the PTO email list? If you have not been receiving any email 

updates, please send an email to: Brownstonepto@gmail.com to be added to the 

distribution list. 

Poinsettia Sale to benefit BIS PTO- Orders will be due on November 20th.  Flyers/ 

order forms were sent home earlier this week. Please see the attached flyer for 

additional information or if you need an additional copy.    

Superintendent of School Update: 

Click here for Blog 

Follow the Superintendent on @PhilipBOReilly in order to receive a Twitter 

notification of his Blog updates. 

 

  

News From the Nurse: 

What’s going around?:  Small amount of stomach upsets with or without vomiting and upper 

respiratory viruses. One reported strep throat and hand, foot and mouth in 5th grade.   Please 

remind your children to keep up the good handwashing.   

Donations needed:  Small baby waters.   I like to offer a small bottle of water to a child if they 

are sick and forgot their water bottle at home. 

Sixth Graders:  Need to have a mandatory physical completed this year.  THANK YOU for those 

who returned physicals or called. Keep it up!!  We have a ways to go before we are compliant. 

So far we are 40% compliant.  I will be making phone calls soon. The last mandated physical 

was Kindergarten, so don’t be surprised by the year of your child’s last physical on 

file.  Accepted physicals must be completed after January 1 of your child’s Fifth grade 

year.  Please call me if your child has an upcoming appointment. Blue physical forms can be 

found online at the link listed 

below. https://www.ct.gov/oec/lib/oec/licensing/camps/har3_2017.pdf- 
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Health and Wellness:   A majority of infectious illnesses can be prevented through this simple 

act.  If you're wondering what it could be, it is Hand Washing!! Washing your hands with soap 

and water is the best way to prevent the spread of illness and avoid getting sick.  Washing 

your hands with soap and water is preferable over hand sanitizers. However, if you do not 

have access to soap and water the CDC recommends an alcohol based hand sanitizer of at least 

60% ethyl alcohol.   Soap and water not only washes away the germs, but it washes away the 

dirt, too. So wet, lather, scrub (20 seconds), rinse and dry your hands, before, during and after 

cooking, before eating, after the bathroom, before and after caring for someone is sick, after 

taking out the garbage, after handling animals or their waste/feed, after blowing your 

nose/sneezing/coughing or your hands are visibly dirty. Handwashing is a win win, except for 

the germs!  Have you washed your hands today? 

Lost and found: 2 red Portland soccer travel jackets #5 and #21, 1 winter girls jacket, 8 

sweatshirts, 3 quarter zip pullovers, 6 zip up sweatshirts, green backpack,  blue lunch box, 1 

pair green socks, and headphones. 

Please LABEL your child’s belongings.   

Friday Joke:  What did the turkey say to the turkey hunter on Thanksgiving Day?  Answer: 

“Quack, Quack!” 

 

  

Our Week at BIS:  

Veterans Day Assembly: 



 



 



 



 

Danesh Raza, BIS Writer of the Week: 



 



Indoor Recess today- Board Games: 

 



 



 

Grade 5 Art: 



 

Grade 5 Narrative Writing in Mrs. Moynihan’s Class: 



 

Fractions on a Number Line with Mrs. Searles: 



 



 



 


