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Update from Mrs. Hine: 

 

Dear Brownstone Families, 

One of our Grade 6 students, Josh Abbott, collected donations this week for Wreaths Across 

America.  Students who contributed to the fundraiser were given bracelets. Through this 

effort, Josh raised $150, which is enough for 15 more wreaths for the State Veterans 

Cemetery.  Josh was also able to share information about this organization with each 

homeroom on Wednesday morning. Nice job, Josh!! 

Congratulations to our fifth graders who are participating in the National Stock Market 

Game.  The game started in September and they are currently in 2nd place in the overall 



standings for the State of Connecticut.  Check out the Hartford Courant from Thursday to see 

the complete standings.   

I hope you have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to welcoming your child back to 

school on Monday. 

Allison Hine 

Please reach out to me with any questions.  I can be reached at 
ahine@portlandct.us or at (860)342-6765. 

 

Attachments: 

Project Graduation Vendor Flyer  

BIS and PMS Poinsettia Sale  

 

 Upcoming in Grade 5: 

 Students have been learning about the four states of matter: solids, liquids, gases, and 

plasma.  Next week students will analyze a new substance - Ooblek and determine 

which state of matter it is based on its properties.  Following this, students will begin 

to examine different types of rocks and minerals and learn how to determine whether 

or not any m are pieces of meteorite! 

 Social Studies students will be presenting their Indigenous People Google slide projects 

next week.  Next up: The Age of Exploration! 

 Next week is publishing time in ELA!  Students will be revising and putting the 

finishing touches on their personal narrative stories using their Chromebooks and 

getting ready to publish by the end of the week. 

 In math, students are locating Least Common Multiples, using them as Common 

Denominators and creating Equivalent Fractions in order to compare, order, add, and 

subtract fractions. 

 

Upcoming in Grade 6:  

 In ELA students will continue reading in their social issues books and they will work on 

a social issues culminating project.  

 6th Grade Mathematicians will be diving into unit 3, where they will continue their 

work with ratios.  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/eR0IV9Ua0tbFlv1ZiNxiYQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVR1M3ZDQzNzOUxvJm1hbD0zMDU4ZWUzZGE1MTU4NzRmZWY5ODFhYmQwOGZlYmU1MzY3NzYxZjIyZmM1MDU0NWQ3NjE1MTU2MGJmZDk3NTg0VwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAHUoz13xc4N7Uh5zdXBwb3J0QHRvd250ZWNoLmZyZXNoZGVzay5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/M5FV1v0745UV9vgXRGeIWA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVR1M3ZDQzNzOUxvJm1hbD1mMGRlYmIzN2FlOWIyMDE5ZmYzNDljMzViZmE1ZjEyMDJiY2Y1NjhhZjIzZjY4MTUwNTVkY2VlMzY5NWYxNTc4VwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAHUoz13xc4N7Uh5zdXBwb3J0QHRvd250ZWNoLmZyZXNoZGVzay5jb21YBAAAAAE~


 Social Studies classes will  take a test on politics and government. 

 Science Scholars will continue in their unit on ecosystems and Mrs. Verrastro’s classes 

will have a science test on Chapter 3. 

 Remember to get your child’s 6th grade physical in to the Health Office.  For more 

details, please read the News from Nurse Palma below. 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Monday, November 25th - Early Dismissal Day & Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday, November 26th - Early Dismissal Day & Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Wednesday, November 27th-Friday, November 29th - Thanksgiving Break - no school 

PTO News: 

Do you want to be on the PTO email list? If you have not been receiving any email 

updates, please send an email to: Brownstonepto@gmail.com to be added to the 

distribution list. 

Poinsettia Sale to benefit BIS PTO- Orders are due on November 20th.  Please see the 

attached flyer for additional information or if you need an additional copy.  

Superintendent of School Update: 

Click here for Blog 

Follow the Superintendent on @PhilipBOReilly in order to receive a Twitter 

notification of his Blog updates. 

 

  

News From the Nurse: 

What’s going around?:  The stomach bug, upper respiratory viruses with or without 

fever.  Please remind your children to keep up the good handwashing.   

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/HWn6gcCQ_rgn3xMDiOsg2g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly9waGlsaXBvcmVpbGx5LndlZWJseS5jb20vc3VwZXJpbnRlbmRlbnQtb3JlaWxseXMtYmxvZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAAB1KM9d8XODe1Iec3VwcG9ydEB0b3dudGVjaC5mcmVzaGRlc2suY29tWAQAAAAB


Donations needed:  Small baby waters.   I like to offer a small bottle of water to a child if they 

are sick and forgot their water bottle at home. 

Sixth Graders:  Need to have a mandatory physical completed this year.  THANK YOU for those 

who returned physicals, emailed or called.  Keep it up!! We have a ways to go before we are 

compliant. So far we are 50% compliant.  I sent out emails to parents who still need to provide 

a physical. The last mandated physical was Kindergarten, so don’t be surprised by the year of 

your child’s last physical on file.  Accepted physicals must be completed after January 1 of 

your child’s Fifth grade year.  Please call me if your child has an upcoming appointment. Blue 

physical forms can be found online at the link listed below. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Nursing/Forms/HAR3_2018.pdf?la=en 

Health and Wellness:  World Kindness Day was on November 13, 2019.  According to the Mayo 

Clinic research shows that learning and practicing loving kindness can profoundly affect your 

attitude, outlook and even your health.  Why? The act of helping others actually activates the 

part of your brain that makes you feel pleasure. It also releases a hormone called oxytocin that 

helps modulate social interactions and emotion — the higher your oxytocin levels, the more 

generous you may be.  Here are some ideas, give someone a compliment, send a positive 

message to a friend, focus on gratitude, smile at a stranger, donate towels to a shelter, have a 

judgement free day, write a kind message and put it in your child’s lunch, etc...See the below 

links for information on RAK (random acts of kindness).  Become a RaktivistⓇ and make 

kindness the norm. 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/stress-management/in-depth/how-sharing-

kindness-can-make-you-healthier-happier/art-20390060 

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day 

Lost and found: 2 red Portland soccer travel jackets #5 and #21, Harry Potter gloves, pencil 

case, 8 sweatshirts, 3 quarter zip pullovers, 8 zip up sweatshirts, green backpack,  blue lunch 

box, 1 pair green socks, and headphones. 

Please LABEL your child’s belongings.   

 

Friday Joke: How did the turkey win the talent show?  Answer: With his drum-sticks. 

 

Our Week at BIS:  

Students in Ms. Aguilar's class use straws and cotton balls to demonstrate their understanding of the 

States of Matter: 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/kHdXJmFO5Nu_elgzPk-nxA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0RKaHR0cHM6Ly9wb3J0YWwuY3QuZ292Ly0vbWVkaWEvU0RFL1NjaG9vbC1OdXJzaW5nL0Zvcm1zL0hBUjNfMjAxOC5wZGY_bGE9ZW5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCgAAdSjPXfFzg3tSHnN1cHBvcnRAdG93bnRlY2guZnJlc2hkZXNrLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gW5CwDlsICw150fNdqm5eg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0SIaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWF5b2NsaW5pYy5vcmcvaGVhbHRoeS1saWZlc3R5bGUvc3RyZXNzLW1hbmFnZW1lbnQvaW4tZGVwdGgvaG93LXNoYXJpbmcta2luZG5lc3MtY2FuLW1ha2UteW91LWhlYWx0aGllci1oYXBwaWVyL2FydC0yMDM5MDA2MFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAAB1KM9d8XODe1Iec3VwcG9ydEB0b3dudGVjaC5mcmVzaGRlc2suY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gW5CwDlsICw150fNdqm5eg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0SIaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWF5b2NsaW5pYy5vcmcvaGVhbHRoeS1saWZlc3R5bGUvc3RyZXNzLW1hbmFnZW1lbnQvaW4tZGVwdGgvaG93LXNoYXJpbmcta2luZG5lc3MtY2FuLW1ha2UteW91LWhlYWx0aGllci1oYXBwaWVyL2FydC0yMDM5MDA2MFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAAB1KM9d8XODe1Iec3VwcG9ydEB0b3dudGVjaC5mcmVzaGRlc2suY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/AaNX7m-LmC4KyL9cbHwTvw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfsFv1P0Q3aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmFuZG9tYWN0c29ma2luZG5lc3Mub3JnL3dvcmxkLWtpbmRuZXNzLWRheVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAAB1KM9d8XODe1Iec3VwcG9ydEB0b3dudGVjaC5mcmVzaGRlc2suY29tWAQAAAAB


 



 



 



 


