
Portland Board of Education 
BOE Regular Meeting 
Portland High School 
October 20, 2020 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Regular Meeting in the Portland High School Studio Room on Tuesday, October 
20, 2020.  Board Members in attendance via ZOOM: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim Lavoy, 
Chris Darby, David Murphy, and Lauren Christensen.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Charles 
Britton, Administrators, Student Representatives, Justin Renk and Shawn Laverty, and members of the public.   
 
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:04PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Announcement  
Chairwoman Peters announced the following: 

Good evening, I am Sharon Peters, the Chair of the Portland Board of Education.  I would like to welcome those 
of you joining us on ZOOM or YouTube.  We are happy you have chosen to join us as we discuss the District’s 
accomplishments, discuss information and make policy decisions for the effective operation of the District.  
Tonight is a Regular Meeting of the Board, to conduct the Board’s business of Governing the School System.  
Everything we will be discussing and making decisions about, has been publicly posted as required by law.  We 
do not make management decisions or solve individual’s problems.  While our meetings are open to the public, 
they are not meetings with the public.  We welcome comments from the audience confined to the times 
designated on the agenda.  Our meetings are recorded and if you choose to address the Board, please be sure to 
provide your full name and address.  Our meetings are effective only if we are able to hear each other.  I would 
ask that your cellphones be muted and please do not speak when someone else is speaking.  Decorum and 
courtesy are essential elements of civil discourse and one of our goals is to foster such discourse, not just here, 
but throughout the District.  We welcome your input and are happy that you chose to join us this evening. 

 
Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda moved by M. Scata.  Seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion passed unanimously.     
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda for Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes October 6, 2020, and B. Staiger 
donation to Gildersleeve School, moved by L. Christensen, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
No report 
 
Student Representative’s Report 
J. Renk mentioned that PSAT’s and SAT’s happened last week, and the students enjoyed having the rest of the day off.  
He also mentioned that the Boys and Girls Cross Country Senior night will be held on Thursday at our facilities.  S. 
Laverty stated that after speaking with some of the students, they voiced apprehension to the full re-opening next week.  
She also mentioned that the juniors are planning a virtual auction with the sophomores later this year. 
 
Communications and Updates 
Communications 
Dr. Britton received notification from the CSDE Child Nutrition Programs that will extend to all Portland students, 
continuation of free lunch through June 30, 2021.  This includes all students, either learning in person or through the 
PVLA. 



Dr. Britton also shared information that the CIAC has published potential winter sports preliminary schedules.  Dr. 
Britton and Chris Serra have spoken and intend to follow the guidelines that the Department of Public Health suggests. 
This information was offered, just as transparency from the Superintendent, to the Board. 
 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
2021-2022 Board of Education Budget Calendar 
The 2021-2022 Budget Timetable was discussed, as well as the key dates for remittance to Dr. Britton, and Stephanie 
Fragola, the Assistant to the Superintendent for Business and Financial Affairs. This will then be submitted to the First 
Selectman by January 29, 2021. 
 
Director of Student Services 
Dawn Davis gave numbers of special education students and that students’ IEP’s were being updated throughout the 
entire month of October.  Mrs. Davis highlighted that the case managers and related services staff were working 
creatively and diligently in order to have the students meet their requirements, as written in their IEP’s or 504 plans.  
She also provided an update on the ABA Lab at Valley View, the RISE program at Gildersleeve, the Brownstone Bridges 
Program, as well as the CLP and Life Skills programs housed at the Portland High School.  The ELL teacher, Charlene 
Callahan, continues to work virtually to the 43 students currently identified.  There will be a second Parents Meeting 
upcoming, for parents of students with special needs.  This is by invitation only. 
 
 
New Business  
No report 
 
 
Old Business 
2020-2021 School Reopening Report 
Dr. Britton shared a document from the CSED called Leading & Thriving through Adversity.  He highlighted some sections 
of this document, mentioning statistics around CT, RI, NJ, NY and NYC.  It also provides hyperlinks for aiding in reopening 
plans as well as a Frequently Asked Questions.  Discussion followed. 
Dr. Britton provided an update on the numbers of students returning to in person learning from the PVLA, as well as the 
students going from in person learning into the PVLA.  These numbers are almost identical, allowing for ease in 
transition for the current PVLA staff, but requiring some restructuring of classrooms within some of the schools.  Dr. 
Britton stated again, that Portland Public Schools has had zero cases of COVID-19 in any of our schools, thus far.  
 
 
Committee Reports 
Curriculum- L. Christensen stated they met today, and have plans in place for their retreat. 
Policy- M. Scata reported they met on October 13, 2020.  They are working on some lengthy updates, and discussion on 
social media. 
Personnel- committee to discuss possible stipends, and will review contracts and negotiations. 
Buildings and Grounds- M. Scata mentioned upcoming meeting on October 22, 2020 with the Sightlines Committee. 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- L. Steinhauser discussed the solar units on the roof of Brownstone 
Intermediate School.  She would like this to be a conversation with the BOE members.  Chairwoman Peters will advise. 
Liaison- CREC – M. Scata will go to the meeting 10/21/20.   Selectman- D. Murphy stated discussions of solar initiative, 
may be in conjunction with the Brownstone project.  Also discussed discounts/rebates from Eversource for new 
electrical lighting.  
 
Audience of Citizens 
No report 
 
 
 



Board of Education Member Comments 
L. Christensen would like to express her thanks to the teachers at Valley View and Gildersleeve for their hard work.  And 
to the music teachers at Brownstone and the middle and high schools for teaching the students how to use musical PPE. 
L. Steinhauser discussed the Town’s Solidarity Task Force, and possible member from the Board of Education. 
M. Scata agreed to be the district’s delegate for CABE 2021, with the Boards support. 
C. Darby reiterated his support for all in regards to the full reopening and what it entails. S. Peters shared the same 
sentiment. 
 
Motion to adjourn.  Moved by T. Lavoy at 8:36PM, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 
 
 

 

 


