
Portland Board of Education 
BOE Regular Meeting 
Portland High School Studio Room 
July 14, 2020 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Meeting in the Portland High Studio Room on Tuesday, July 14, 2020.  Board 
Members in attendance via ZOOM: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim Lavoy, Chris Darby, David 
Murphy, and Lauren Christensen.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Charles Britton, Assistant to 
the Superintendent for Business and Financial Affairs, Stephanie Fragola, Board of Selectman member, Mr. Ralph 
Zampano and members of the public.   
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:02PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the Agenda moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Christensen.  The motion passed unanimously.     
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda for Board of Education Regular Meeting June 16, 2020, Board of Education Special 
Meeting June 22, 2020, Board of Education Special Meeting June 30, 2020 and Board of Education Special Meeting July 
6, 2020 and A+ Reward Donations, Valley View School $2,732.29, and the Portland Lions Club, Valley View School, 
$100.00, moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
E. Livensparger, 247 Middle Haddam Road and E. Hibino, 19 Scenic Drive read an email that was sent to the BOE 
members regarding forming a Portland Social Justice Coalition. 
R. Kelley, 91 Gospel Lane, said “thank you” to Dr. Britton for all the hard work being put in to get the schools reopened.  
 
Student Representative’s Report- no report 
 
Communications and Updates 
Communications 
Dr. Britton received good news from the Chatham Health District stating the infection rate is zero in Portland for the 
month of July. 
A letter of resignation was received by M. Searles, a 5th grade teacher as well as R. Wieners, a paraprofessional.  
 
Superintendent’s Report 
2020-2021 School District Reopening Update 
Dr. Britton discussed the surveys that were sent to families of Portland Schools, as well as all staff within the district.  
The surveys were sent in response to the mandatory Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) “District 
Reopen Survey.”  Dr. Britton elaborated on the results that have arrived at this point.  For those that have not 
responded, phone calls will go out to try and get close to 100% participation.  He anticipates having to re survey staff 
and families, as decisions made in July may be different in August.  A lengthy discussion followed that included C. 
Johnson and Board members regarding reconfiguring classroom set-ups to meet health and safety precautions.   
Motion moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by D. Murphy to approve the building of 180 desks and the expense it will incur. 
The motion passed unanimously.   Ongoing discussion will continue on various topics to provide a safe and healthy 
reopening for staff and students.  Future meetings are being planned throughout the summer. 
 
2020-2021 School District Calendar 
The Connecticut State Department of Education has passed a resolution offering flexibility in the number of school days.  
This has allowed our district to revise the 2020-2021 calendar.  The first day of school for students will be September 1, 
2020, in addition September 1 through September 4, 2020 will be early dismissal days for students to help acclimate 
them with COVID-19 safety precautions.  Dr. Britton will be sending out a revised calendar to all families and will be 



posted on the district website.  L. Steinhauser made a motion to revise 2020-2021 school calendar as discussed this 
evening, seconded by C. Darby.   
In favor: L. Steinhauser, C. Darby, T. Lavoy, L. Christensen, S. Peters, M. Scata  
Abstain:   D. Murphy 
The motion passed. 
 
Business and Financial Affairs Update 
Dr. Britton shared an authorized spending report for 2020-2021 created by S. Fragola.  COVID-19 expenditures and 
CARES Act spending will be an ongoing discussion. 
 
Director of Student Services 
Dawn Davis discussed number of students referred to Extended School Year (ESY) and the number participating.  The 
number of teachers and paraprofessionals leading the 2020 ESY virtual learning were mentioned. 
 
New Business  
No report 
 
Old Business 
FY20 and FY21 Budget Discussion 
S. Fragola gave a report to include recent savings to allow purchases such as the Wi-Fi project at Gildersleeve School, 
soccer goals, chrome books with cases and smart boards. 
 
Board of Education Retreat 
Dr. Britton would like to create special meetings to discuss the Director of Curriculum and Technology position, policies 
and the reopening plan for the upcoming school year.  A Board of Education Special Meetings will be held July 21, 2020 
and July 28, 2020, both to start at 6PM.  Additional discussions for “town hall” meetings for each of the buildings to 
present the school reopening plans will be planned. 
 
Committee Reports 
Curriculum- no report 
Policy- next week 
Personnel- meeting shortly 
Buildings and Grounds- no updated report, however, sightlines reporting has been pushed back while C. Johnson 
concentrates his efforts to COVID-19 requirements 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- no report 
Liaison- CREC - M. Scata stated they will meet July 16, 2020.  Selectman- no report 
 
Audience of Citizens 
No report 
Board of Education Member Comments 
L. Steinhauser thanked the two audience of citizens’ members who presented earlier, and asked again about having 
training in equity and inclusion, as well as bullying and discipline.  L. Christensen applauds the Reopening Committee for 
their hard work, likes the idea of town hall meetings, and would like to see students being able to borrow books from 
the library. 
 
Executive Session 
No session 
 
Motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:10PM by T. Lavoy, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Meeting 
 


