
Portland Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Portland High School Media Center 

October 16, 2018 

 

The Portland Board of Education held its Regular Meeting in the Portland High School Media Center on 

October 16, 2018. Board members in attendance were: Chair MaryAnne Rode, Meg Scata, Tim Lavoy, 

Dave Murphy, Sharon Peters, Eric Peterson, and Chris Darby. Also in attendance were Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Philip B. O’Reilly, and Principal of Gildersleeve School, Ryan Walstrom. Gildersleeve 

School teachers Johnna Cunningham, Katherine Hunter, and Mary Tammaro were also in attendance, as 

well as Board Student Representatives Mark Matera and Olivia Runte.  

 

Call to Order – M. Rode called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Approval of Agenda 

M. Scata moved to approve the agenda as presented, the motion was seconded by S. Peters. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

E. Peterson moved to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2018 Board of Education Regular Meeting. 

T. Lavoy seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Audience of Citizens – None 

 

Student Representative Reports  

O. Runte reported that PSATs were a success. The freshmen took a shorter version of the test as an 

introduction to the format, while the sophomores and juniors took a test that was similar to the actual 

SAT. Friday, the band and chorus performed at the Wolfpack game. The chorus sang the National 

Anthem and the band performed Uptown Funk on the ice.  

 

M. Matera reported that last week, three students were named National Merit Scholars. He, Reagan 

Woitowitz, and Grace Berthiaume were recognized by Dr. O’Reilly and Principal Lawson for receiving 

this honor. M. Matera added that seniors were given a late arrival on PSAT day. The seniors met to take 



their class photo, discuss the upcoming senior class trip, and activities as a class. With early college 

deadlines coming up, seniors have also been meeting with their counselors to work on applications.  

 

Correspondence  

Dr. O’Reilly introduced Stephanie Fragola, the new Business Manager.  

Communications and Updates 

A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Job Descriptions 

a. Director of Buildings and Grounds 

b. Grounds Maintenance Supervisor 

Dr. O’Reilly presented the job descriptions for the two positions which will be impacted by Paul 

Bengston’s retirement. This was the first attempt at re-writing the description for these two positions. 

Discussion ensued over specific details and qualifications that should be listed in each of the job 

descriptions. M. Rode mentioned that the job descriptions may be too long, and should be kept to a 

maximum of two pages. She added that the descriptions should be generalized to allow for more latitude. 

Dr. O’Reilly clarified that the Director of Building and Grounds is a non-union Board of Education 

position, while the Grounds Maintenance Supervisor is a Union position split 50/50 between the Board 

and the Town. M. Rode concluded that both of the people previously holding these positions were in their 

roles for so many years that the positions evolved based on their personalities. Now, there is the 

opportunity to rethink the approach to each position.  

Old Business (Discussion/Possible Action) 

A. Gildersleeve Grants 

1. Readers Workshop (2nd Reading) 

 

S. Peters moved that the Readers Workshop be brought before the Gildersleeve Grant. C. 

Darby seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

2. Go Baby Go (2nd Reading) 

 

T. Lavoy asked if Dr. Britton was able to find the missing number that he inquired about 

at the first reading. Dr. O’Reilly replied that he will make sure that Dr. Britton gets that 

number on the spreadsheet in time to present.  

 

S. Peters moved that Go Baby Go be brought before the Gildersleeve Grant. C. Darby 

seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

  B.  Policies (2nd reading)  

        1. 5144.12 – Student Discipline: Restorative Practice Approach 

S. Peters noted that on Page C of the Restorative Practice Approach policy, the word 

“victims” was used in the last sentence. The Board agreed that the phrase “person harmed 

by the behavior”, which is used elsewhere in the document, fit better with the ideology of 

the restorative practice.  



S. Peters moved to accept policy 5144.12 as amended. C. Darby seconded the motion, 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

       

2. 6163.32- Live Animals in the Classroom 

M. Scata moved to accept policy 6163.32 as presented.  C. Darby seconded the motion, 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

New Business (Discussion/Possible Action) 

A. Presentation of New Gildersleeve Report Cards, R. Walstrom, Principal 

R. Walstrom presented on this next step taken by Gildersleeve School following Valley 

View’s implementation of a standard based report card last year. Presenting alongside him 

were fourth grade teacher Donna Cunningham, her special education co-teacher Katherine 

Hunter, and second grade teacher Mary Tammaro. R. Walstrom presented that there was a 

need to switch to standards-based reporting in order to communicate to parents whether or 

not students are mastering standards, and to better align with new Connecticut standards, and 

new programs such as Reader’s and Writer’s workshops, and the Bridges math program. The 

process of switching to standards-based reporting began by reviewing Valley View’s revised 

report card, and following in their footsteps. A Report Card Committee was formed, which 

included teachers and parents. K. Hunter presented examples of the Valley View report card 

compared to the new Gildersleeve report card. Consistency between these two report cards 

was key for parents. D. Cunningham presented the Reading and Writing sections, stating that 

a major shift is looking at text complexity. There is a direct correlation between the standards 

on this report card and benchmark assessments. K. Hunter went on to discuss the Math 

section, where students are assessed based on standards as well as regular assessment areas. 

R. Walstrom added that Bridges has done a lot around aligning the program with these 

standards. Discussion ensued over parent feedback, which has been positive thus far. M. 

Rode concluded that it will be important going forward to always consider the parents who 

are not as involved and cannot easily interpret this new style of reporting. She urged that this 

be addressed during Parent Teacher conferences. R. Walstrom added that Gildersleeve will be 

piloting the new system outside of X2 using Google Drive to allow for feedback and changes 

before launching on X2.  

 

Committee Reports  

A. Curriculum – Missed the last meeting 

B. Policy – Met again tonight, made progress on more policies which will be brought to the 

Board for a 1st reading next meeting. 

C. Personnel- Meeting Thursday with lawyer, planning Custodial Union negotiations. First 

meeting with Custodial Union will be Monday the 29th for an initial exchange. 

D. Liaison 

1. CREC – Meeting tomorrow 

2. Selectmen – Finance Director gave an update – Spring Street has been awarded a 

contract for re-construction, new guardrails are going to be put in around town, the 



town is doing a land swap with the Exchange Club to get right-of-way to the 

riverfront, and water and sewer rates are going up 6% next year.  

 

Audience of Citizens – None 

 

Board of Education Member Comments 

D. Murphy commented that in Brownstone’s newsletter, Chromebook replacement was mentioned, and 

asked if this is being covered by the budget, to which Dr. O’Reilly answered that Board approved capital 

money is used for this. D. Murphy went on to ask if Paul Bengston will be doing a final session with the 

Building and Grounds Committee. Dr. O’Reilly replied that he will not be, but this will be a priority for 

C. Johnson.  

T. Lavoy commented that the Board was due for a budget update on October 1st, and asked if there will be 

one prepared in time for the next meeting. Dr. O’Reilly replied that a budget update will be given ASAP.  

 

Executive Session – None 

 

Adjourn 

M. Scata moved to adjourn, T. Lavoy seconded, and the motion passed unanimously at 8:02 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 


