
Portland Board of Education         
BOE Regular Meeting 
September 1, 2020 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Regular Meeting in the Portland High School Studio Room on Tuesday, 
September 1, 2020.  Board Members in attendance via ZOOM: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim 
Lavoy, Chris Darby, David Murphy, and Lauren Christensen.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. 
Charles Britton, Assistant to the Superintendent for Business and Financial Affairs, Stephanie Fragola, administrators, 
Student Representatives, Justin Renk and Shawn Laverty, and members of the public.   
 
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:10PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Approval of the Agenda 
M. Scata made a motion to amend the agenda and add under Item VIII. New Business, Policy 4118.237- Emergency 
Policy on Wearing Face Masks/Coverings.  Seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion to approve the amended agenda passed 
unanimously.     
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda for Board of Education Regular Meeting August 11, 2020, moved by M. Scata, 
seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Audience of Citizens- no report 
 
Student Representative’s Report 
J. Renk introduced and welcomed S. Laverty as the new student representative.  They reported that the first day of 
school was exciting and welcoming, and that the staff created a safe environment. 
 
Communications and Updates 
Communications 
Dr. Britton shared with the Board, a class action lawsuit filed on July 28, 2020.  The district attorney was notified, as well 
as CIRMA.    An email to all Board members and First Selectwoman, Susan Bransfield, sent from Jon Clemens regarding a 
study conducted about children and COVID-19.  An email sent to the Board from David Audette, regarding CIAC’s 
decision to allow football, pending Superintendent approval.  An email sent to the Board from Scott Maruschock 
regarding face coverings and our PHS dress code.  Dr. Britton received resignations from Lynn Major, a Paraprofessional 
at Gildersleeve, Celine Afolabi and Ryan Judge, Paraprofessionals at Portland High School. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
2020-2021 Opening of School Report 
Dr. Britton visited the schools this morning, as the students were being driven in and dropped off.  He is very proud of 
the school staff, faculty and leadership team for making this a success.  Dr. Britton recognized staff for their years of 
service and introduced new staff members for the upcoming school year. 
 
Head Start Lease Agreement 
Dr. Britton gave an update on the ACES/Head Start program to be held at Valley View School. 
YMCA Agreement 
Dr. Britton gave an update for the afterschool program to be held at the Gildersleeve Elementary School. 
 
Additionally, Dr. Britton shared some last minute news from the CSDE regarding Fire and School Safety during COVID-19, 
Addendum 8.  He has contacted Eric Guidice, PPS Security Monitor, and local police and fire personnel, to conduct a 
report on how to handle fire drills and lockdown situations.  This will be discussed at the next Board of Education 
Meeting.  Addendum 11, Interim Guidance for the Use of Face Coverings in Schools during COVID-19, was discussed.   
 



Business and Financial Affairs Update 
An updated authorized spending report for 2020-2021 created by S. Fragola was presented.  Additional information of 
the COVID-19 Relief Fund that Portland was awarded was mentioned.  Discussion followed. 
 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
Eric Martin presented to the Board, his Welcome Students and Families letter, for the new Portland Virtual Learning 
Academy (PVLA).  Approximately, 240 students are enrolled in this new school, which is an all online school.   He also 
presented the 2020-2021 Professional Development Plan for the PVLA.  Discussion followed. 
 
New Business  
Discussion on In-Person Board of Education Meetings 
Board members discussed returning to in-person Board meetings.  After discussing social distancing guidelines and 
recommendations from First Selectwoman, S. Bransfield, the Board will continue holding meetings via ZOOM. 
 
Policy #6172.61 Distance Learning Plan Due to Health-Based School Closure (1st Reading) 
This Policy outlines Portland Public School District plan to provide distance learning options in the event that the school 
district must be closed due to an emergency health situation.  This action plan allows district schools to operate 
remotely while continuing to provide meaningful instruction to students through the use of a variety of instructional 
resources.  Policy subcommittee will continue discussions, and present to the full Board for a second reading, at the next 
Board meeting. 
 
Policy 4118.237 Emergency Policy on Wearing Face Masks/Coverings  
Board members discussed in length the types of face masks and other face coverings required to promote the safest 
possible learning, teaching, and working environment for students, faculty, staff and visitors during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The Board will bring this policy back to the Policy subcommittee for further revisions and will then present it 
to the full Board as a first reading at the September 15, 2020 Regular Board of Education meeting. 
 
Old Business 
Fall Athletics Reopening Recommendations 
After considering a long and complicated series of communications from a variety of sources, the Portland Reopening 
Committee and the Leadership Team, Dr. Britton shared his recommendations to begin fall athletics in the Portland 
Public Schools.  A lengthy discussion followed. Motion: T. Lavoy moved to accept Dr. Britton’s recommendations as 
presented tonight, seconded by M. Scata.  Discussion followed.   
In favor: T. Lavoy, C. Darby, S. Peters  
Opposed: D. Murphy, L. Steinhauser, L. Christensen        Abstained: M. Scata 
The motion did not pass.   
C. Serra, District of Athletics, Health, P.E., addressed the Board to consider a fall sports plan, so to balance the real and 
significant benefits of high school athletics for student health and well-being while being mindful in providing a safe 
environment.  Discussion followed. 
 
These decisions are based on concerns that mixing Portland and Cromwell/Rocky Hill students, is not in the best interest 
of maintaining cohorts. 
 
Motion:  T. Lavoy moved, seconded by M. Scata to support Dr. Britton’s recommendations;  

 Portland Public Schools will not participate in the Portland-Cromwell co-operative football team during the 
fall 2020 season; and 

 Portland student swimmers, participating with the Rocky Hill High School Swim team, will not participate 
during the fall 2020 season.   

The motion passed unanimously.  
Motion:  T. Lavoy moved to start conditioning in preparation of soccer and cross country, in cohorts of 10, with all 
activities conducted outdoors, and the wearing of face coverings, social distancing and all other mitigation strategies 
outlined in the CIAC Resocialization of Interscholastic Athletics & Activities Guidance.  Seconded by M. Scata.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 



Committee Reports 
Curriculum- no report 
Policy- discussed earlier 
Personnel- to be discussed in Executive Session 
Buildings and Grounds- no report 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- no report 
Liaison- CREC – next meeting 9/16/20   Selectman- no report 
 
Audience of Citizens 
Mr. and Mrs. Brunk, 12 Wildwood Road, addressed the board regarding football and swimming. 
 
Board of Education Member Comments 
M. Scata spoke about school messenger with the Board members. 
L. Steinhauser requested that a Board of Education representative be assigned to her task force.  S. Peters tabled it until 
we can get more information from the town First Selectwoman.  
C. Darby expressed his thanks to all the hard work the teachers were putting in due to all the changes they’ve had to 
endure. 
L. Christensen asked if the schools would be open to having question/answer session, similar to the PVLA‘s recent 
session. 
 
Executive Session 
L. Steinhauser made a Motion to invite Dr. Britton to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Memorandum of 
Understanding with CEA-Portland bargaining unit at 10:40PM.  Seconded by T. Lavoy. 
Moved by L. Steinhauser, seconded by T. Lavoy to enter into Executive Session at 10:40 pm for the purpose of discussing 

The Memorandum of Agreement between the Board of Education and the CEA- Portland Bargaining Unit with Dr. Britton 

as invited guest. The motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session began at 10:51  

Discussion of the Memorandum of Agreement between the Board of Education and the CEA- Portland   and the change 
to the Activity/Job Description for K-12 ELA Curriculum Specialists 

Moved by M. Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy to return to Regular Session at 10:58 pm.  The motion passed unanimously 

Motion to the full board to accept The Memorandum of Agreement between the Board of Education and the CEA- 

Portland.  Moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Motion to accept the Activity/Job Description for K-12 ELA Curriculum Specialists with the changes as presented.  Moved 

by L. Steinhauser, seconded by T. Lavoy Passed unanimously 

Adjourn 

Moved by L. Christensen, seconded by C. Darby to adjourn at 11:00 pm.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 

 


