
Portland Board of Education 

BOE Regular Meeting 
The Buck Forman Room 
June 1, 2021 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Regular Meeting in the Buck Forman Room at 265 Main Street, 2nd Floor, on 
Tuesday, June 1, 2021.  Board Members in attendance: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim Lavoy, 
Lauren Christensen and David Murphy, Chris Darby.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Charles 
Britton, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology, Eric Martin, Administrators, and Student Representatives, 
Shawn Laverty and Justin Renk and members of the public.    
  
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda, moved by M. Scata, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Discussion of a Budget Change with a recommended motion that should be added to the agenda was made by T. Lavoy. 
S. Peters asked Board members to reconsider the Approved agenda and make the change. 
Motion was made to reconsider the original motion to approve the Agenda. 
Moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Christensen.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion was made to add item VIII B. Budget Changes, to the 2021-2022 Budget for funding of Second Grade Teaching 
Position approved at the Regular BOE Meeting on May 18, 2021, moved by M. Scata, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  
Motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Christensen.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda 
Moved by M. Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2021 Board of Education meeting.   
The motion passed unanimously. 
   
Audience of Citizens 
No report 
 
Student Representative’s Report 
S. Laverty and J. Renk both discussed positivity in in-person events, such as field day, prom and academic awards night.  
In addition, the spring sports teams are winding down and the student senate once again, were able to put up flags in 
honor of the veterans of the community.  J. Renk gave a heartfelt thank you to the Board for his position and is confident 
the S. Laverty will continue her great efforts. 
 
Communications and Update 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Recognition of Retirees  
Dr. Britton announced the four retirees, Dave Steiner, Diane Stolting, Alex Jensen and Jean Charbonneau.  He discussed 
some highlights and accomplishments of each retiree, and Mr. Jensen and Ms. Stolting were present and addressed the 
Board with some farewell messages.  Dr. Britton announced a barbeque in honor of the retirees to be held June 14, 
2021.   
 
Dr. Britton updated the Board of the religious exemption deadline of April 28, 2021, indicating Portland did not receive 
any requests after that date. 
Dr. Britton received feedback from the Social Justice Coalition regarding the protest that took place earlier in May. 



Portland High School senior graduation will be held outdoors, weather permitting.  All participants in the graduation 
ceremony will be required to wear a mask.  Audience members will not be required to wear masks.  However, if the 
graduation must be held indoors, all will be required to wear masks. 
 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
Eric Martin spoke about the final PD that took place, the testing that the students had been participating in, and the 
results of their scores.  He did praise the teachers, staff and Board for the hard work, dedication and support that 
resulted in the positive outcomes.  Mr. Martin also discussed the summer learning program that will take place this year. 
 
New Business  
Board of Education Bylaw #9321- Time, Place and Notification of Meetings                                                                 

Discussion regarding attendance of meetings in person and/or via zoom.  T. Lavoy suggested amending the policy 

regarding late arrival by a Board member and the right to participate in a vote.  Discussion followed and consensus was 

reached on the change of language.  This change is in the third paragraph under Electronic Participation of Board 

Members, last sentence.                                                                       

Motion to amend the language in Bylaw #9321 to read: If a Board Member joins the meeting after a motion has been 

made and seconded, the Board Member shall not participate until the next item of business is opened.  Moved by M. 

Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion passed unanimously.   Motion to the Full Board to forego the 2nd reading and 

approve the Bylaw as amended.  Moved by M. Scata, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously.                                                                                                                              

 Old Business 

Dr. Britton explained that the 2nd grade teaching position was approved, and tonight’s motion is to approve the funding 
for this position.                                                                                                                                                                                 
Motion to recommend to the full Board the following change to the FY 2022 BOE budget as follows: A reduction in 
61011 General Supplies by $50,000, a reduction in 64041 Textbooks by $5,000 and 64045 Workbooks by $5,000. Due to 
the need of a Grade 2 teaching position, 11011 Certified Salaries is increased by $60,000. All other Objects remain the 
same as voted on by the BOE on May 4, 2021.  Moved by L. Steinhauser, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Curriculum- no report  
Policy- discussion earlier, see New Business. 
Personnel- upcoming meetings. 
Buildings and Grounds- C. Darby announced he is stepping down. 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- no report  
Liaison- CREC – M. Scata attended their annual meeting.   Selectman- D. Murphy discussed proposed solar farm.    Task 
Force of Solidarity- next meeting is June 8, 2021.  Equity and Inclusion Coalition- E. Martin spoke earlier regarding. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
No Report 
 
Board of Education Member Comments 
M. Scata asked a question of the Task Force on Solidarity.  T. Lavoy mentioned he will get her that information after the 
June 8, 2021 meeting.  She also stated her sadness of the protest that was held a few weeks ago, but glad the students 
and staff are continually being kept safe. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:33PM. 
Moved by M. Scata, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Regular Meeting 


