
 

 

Portland Board of Education 

Special Meeting 

January 7, 2021 

Via Zoom 

 

The Portland Board of Education held a Special Meeting in the High School Studio Room on Thursday, 

January7, 2021.  In attendance:  S. Peters, Chairman, M. Scata, L. Christensen, C. Darby, T. Lavoy, D. 

Murphy, L. Steinhauser.  Also in attendance, Charles Britton, Superintendent of Schools, and Russ 

Melmed, Director of Chatham Health District.  100 people attended via zoom with the overflow 

watching the live stream.  

Call To Order 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Peters at 7:00pm 

Approval of the Agenda  

Motion to approve the agenda, moved by T. Lavoy, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  

Opening remarks by Dr. Britton reminded all of us that we made an important commitment this year to 

focus on civil discourse. How we listen and communicate with each other is more important today than 

ever before. Dr. Britton welcomes emails and calls from stakeholders and he received many during this 

time.  Each contact with a parent, student or teacher is important and while opinions differ, Dr. Britton 

reminded all that delivery with anger, malice or bashing does not improve the outcome.  Board 

members also commented on the importance civility, recognizing differences of opinions, and 

importance of working to find consensus.  

School Reopening Discussion with Possible Action 

The discussion included the state of the Corona Virus infection rates in the Chatham Health District, 

Connecticut infection rates, trends in infection rate, the mechanics of infection and transmission, impact 

of infection rates on our school communities, testing, the future of vaccinations, the impact of the new 

variant of Covid 19, importance of adhering to the CDC and DPH guidelines for mitigation and 

quarantining.   Board members asked many questions. 

Important takeaways: 

1.  Schools will see an increase in infections because of community behaviors over the two 

holidays (Christmas and New Year Day).  The rate of infection in the community is expected to 

rise over the next two - three weeks. 

2.  Vaccinations for teachers and general population are not available.  The Class 1b includes 800K  

people including teachers.  The Department of Public Health has not released dates for that 

group.  Expectation is  that it may be April before this group is completed.  



3. Chatham Health District (five towns) has similar rates of infection with schools opening 

elementary schools full in person and Middle/High School in the hybrid model. 

4. The variant of the virus has been found in Connecticut.  It is twice as contagious as Covid19. 

There is less knowledge about this variant, however, a positive diagnosis cannot determine what 

virus you have contracted. 

5. Stressed over and over is the importance of following guidelines of mitigation (masks, social 

distancing, handwashing, and staying home when possible)  

Following additional comments, the following motion was made: 

Motion:  To recommend to the full board to support the recommendation of the Superintendent as 
follows: 
Valley View Elementary School, Gildersleeve Elementary School and Brownstone Intermediate School 
will reopen full, in-person learning on January 19, 2021 with Portland Middle School and High School 
opening with the hybrid model.   
Moved by L. Christensen, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  
 
M. Scata amended the motion to include the following language to the motion: 
 
All Portland Schools will be open for full in-person learning on February 1, 2021 unless otherwise 
indicated by the criteria outlined in the Portland Schools Reopening Plan.  
Moved by M. Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy to approve the amended motion with added language.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board members were reminded about the Portland High School Induction Ceremony for Honor Society 
is tonight, beginning at 6 pm.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:16pm 
 

Respectfully submitted. 
 

Meg Scata 
Secretary to the Board  

 

Draft Minutes until approved by the Board 


