
Portland Board of Education 
BOE Regular Meeting 
Portland High School 
October 6, 2020 
 
The Portland Board of Education held a Regular Meeting in the Portland High School Studio Room on Tuesday, October 
6, 2020.  Board Members in attendance via ZOOM: Chair Sharon Peters, Meg Scata, Laurel Steinhauser, Tim Lavoy, Chris 
Darby, David Murphy, and Lauren Christensen.  Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Charles Britton, 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology, Eric Martin, Assistant to the Superintendent for Business and 
Financial Affairs, Stephanie Fragola, Administrators, Student Representative, Justin Renk, and members of the public.   
 
Call to Order 
Chairmen S. Peters called the meeting to order at 7:02PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Announcement  
Chairwoman Peters announced the following: 

Good evening, I am Sharon Peters, the Chair of the Portland Board of Education.  I would like to welcome those 
of you joining us on ZOOM or YouTube.  We are happy you have chosen to join us as we discuss the District’s 
accomplishments, discuss information and make policy decisions for the effective operation of the District.  
Tonight is a Regular Meeting of the Board, to conduct the Board’s business of Governing the School System.  
Everything we will be discussing and making decisions about, has been publicly posted as required by law.  We 
do not make management decisions or solve individual’s problems.  While our meetings are open to the public, 
they are not meetings with the public.  We welcome comments from the audience confined to the times 
designated on the agenda.  Our meetings are recorded and if you choose to address the Board, please be sure to 
provide your full name and address.  Our meetings are effective only if we are able to hear each other.  I would 
ask that your cellphones be muted and please do not speak when someone else is speaking.  Decorum and 
courtesy are essential elements of civil discourse and one of our goals is to foster such discourse, not just here, 
but throughout the District.  We welcome your input and are happy that you chose to join us this evening. 

 
Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda moved by M. Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion passed unanimously.     
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda for Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes of September 15, 2020, moved by 
L. Steinhauser, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Audience of Citizens 
Several audience of citizens addressed the Board with their concerns, ideas and gratitude for the upcoming decision in 
the district’s plan for reopening. 
 
Student Representative’s Report 
J. Renk spoke on spirit week that Senate planned for last week, cross country held a few meets, also soccer teams had 
games, and the survey about reopening that was sent to the students. 
 
Communications and Updates 
Communications 
Dr. Britton shared with the Board, that teachers J. French and A. Szerejko received a grant from 2020 Music and Arts 
Grant from California Casualty in the amount of $250.00.  Dr. Britton thanked them for their hard work and diligence in 
getting this grant for our district. 
 
 



Student Recognition 
National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students 
Portland High School Principal, K. Lawson, recognized the following students: Lucas Butler, Grace Darby, Justin Renk, 
Haley Sroka, and Kylie Walsh.  Mrs. Lawson gave some highlights on each of these remarkable students who are being 
commended.  Dr. Britton and the Board applauded these students in honor of their accomplishment. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Britton announced a special joint Board of Education and Board of Selectman meeting to be held November 4, 2020 
at 6:30PM via Zoom to discuss Sightlines Portland Public Schools, 2020 Facilities Assessment and Planning Preliminary 
Presentation. 
Dr. Britton reported to the Board discussion with Portland CEA regarding additional stipend positions. 
Also discussed, the current enrollment for the PVLA program, The Brownstone Bridges Program, and Open Choice. 
Dr. Britton also mentioned that the number of students that are participating in the free lunch program that is being 
offered by Sodexo until the end of December has increased. 
 
Business and Financial Affairs 
First Quarter Report and Financial Update presented by S. Fragola.  Discussion on spending comparison for first quarter 
of 2020-2021 and Covid-19 Summary of Expenses/Estimates.  Discussion followed.  
 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
Eric Martin gave an update on the number of students enrolled in The Portland Virtual Learning Academy, stating that 
the curriculum is in line with the students receiving in-person education through the current hybrid model.  Mr. Martin 
also discussed the teacher evaluation plans that are underway, and the importance of them in their ability to grow.  
Lastly, Mr. Martin spoke about working with CREC liaisons in regards to equity and expanded support for Open Choice 
students.  He is also looking to improve communications and translation moving forward. 
 
New Business – Policies (1st reading)  
Policy 4118.16 Reports of Suspected Abuse/Neglect of Children or Sexual Assault of Students- revised policy. 
Policy 6146 Graduation Requirements- revised policy 
Bylaw 9321.2 Electronic Board of Education Meetings- new bylaw 
Motion to accept the Policies and Bylaw as presented tonight, without the need of a second reading.  Moved by M. 
Scata, seconded by T. Lavoy.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Old Business 
2020-2021 School Reopening Report 
Dr. Britton started the discussion with the great news that Portland Public Schools has had zero cases of COVID-19 in any 
of our schools.  He used the data from the Chatham Health District, the data from the parent, staff, and high school 
student surveys, as well as recommendation from the Leadership Team, in aiding his decision for a full reopen.   
Motion to accept Dr. Britton’s recommendation for a full reopen of the Portland Public Schools on October 26, 2020.  
Moved by M. Scata, seconded by L. Steinhauser.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Curriculum- L. Christensen reported on the plans for reopening, assessments and the equity task force. 
Policy- next scheduled meeting October 13, 2020. 
Personnel- committee to discuss possible stipends, and will review contracts and negotiations. 
Buildings and Grounds- no report 
Conservation and Renewable Task Force- a report will be forthcoming to discuss solar units on the roof of Brownstone 
Intermediate School. 
Liaison- CREC – M. Scata stated that CREC is going through similar policy concerns we are, but on a larger scale.   
Selectman- D. Murphy stated the continued discussion on racial equality as well as re-entry meetings.  
 



Audience of Citizens 
Several audience of citizens addressed the Board with their concerns, ideas and gratitude for the upcoming decision in 
the Districts plan for re-opening. 
 
Board of Education Member Comments 
No comments 
 
Motion to adjourn.  Moved by T. Lavoy at 9:44PM, seconded by M. Scata.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Nancy Bakos, Board Recording Clerk 
 
Draft minutes until approved at the next Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 
 
 

 

 


